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Dear Parents and Carers,

We would like to welcome you and your child to Year 1 and we look
forward to working with you in the coming year. Year 1 is the beginning of
Key Stage One and your child will begin to follow the National Curriculum.

In Year 1 our highest priority is ensuring that your child becomes a fluent
and confident reader. Our aim as class teachers is for your child to make
the best progress that they can, as well as enjoying their time whilst they
are here at Dorothy Barley Infant School.

If you have any questions about your child’s education and progress,
please don’t hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher. We sincerely
hope that your child will have a wonderful time in Year 1 and excel in all
that they do.

Kind regards,

Year 1 Teachers – Mrs Thomas and Mrs Khan
Year Group Leader – Mrs Thomas

Welcome to Year 1



At Dorothy Barley Infant School, we learn together for a brighter
future. Our curriculum gives every child the opportunity to shine. We
believe in an enriched and progressive curriculum that secures solid
foundations for academic excellence, ensuring our children are well
prepared for life.

The children and their learning are at the core of all that we do. Our
carefully crafted curriculum and personal development ensures all
children flourish and thrive, through access to high quality
enrichment and personal development opportunities.

Our curriculum is based upon our core values, promotes positive
emotional and physical health and provides experiences and
opportunities that broaden children’s cultural capital and supports
the mindset that they can achieve anything. Our curriculum is
language rich with reading at the heart of it. We recognise the
importance of reading as a key skill that underpins learning in all
areas and prepares children for the future.

Our Vision



Our
Values

We value strength of character and try to be
the best we can.

We show care and compassion to ourselves,
each other and in all that we do.

We always work our hardest and aim to
achieve.



Year 1 Reminders
Attendance and Punctuality

There is a soft opening from 8.50am to
9.00am. Your child’s regular and prompt
attendance at school is crucial to their success,
so please ensure they are on time every day.
The most intensive lessons begin first thing in
the morning. If your child is late, they will miss
out on very important learning. 

Reading

Children in Year 1 are taught to read using the Little
Wandle Letters and Sounds programme. They will take a
decodable reading book home and are encouraged to
read daily. 

Accompanying this book is a reading record, where you
can write comments on their reading progress. Please
ensure that you sign your child’s reading record at least
three times each week. Please take the time to also
question your child about the books that they are reading
to you.

Phonics Screening 

Throughout the year, phonics and reading will
be a priority. During the Summer Term there
will be a phonics screening test to check their
progress. Further information about this will
follow in due course.



Year 1 Reminders
Uniform

The school has high expectations for school
uniform. Full school uniform with the school
logo must be worn daily. All children should
wear appropriate black shoes for school.
Please ensure that your child’s name is written
clearly on all of their belongings. We
recommend that long hair is tied back for
safety. Children should not wear jewellery in
school, except from small studs if they have
their ears pierced.  

Water

Your child will need a named water bottle with a covered mouthpiece to access
water throughout the day. We cannot provide or share cups in the classroom.
Your child will be able to refill their water bottle throughout the day as necessary.
 
Break times

Each class has access to a range of playground toys to use at break and lunch
times. Children are not allowed to bring their own toys into school to play with.

PE

Children should have the correct PE Kit in
school. This consists of a white T-Shirt, black
shorts, black joggers and a black sweatshirt.
Children should not wear earrings to school on
their PE days and long hair must be tied back.
  
Rabbit Class – Wednesday and Thursday
Squirrel Class – Thursday and Friday



Year 1 Reminders
Library 

Your child will visit the school library with their class once a week, where
they will have their opportunity to check out a book and take it home to
read. Please ensure that your child returns the book the following week.
There is a charge of £5 for any lost or damaged books. 
 
Curriculum

Our theme for the first half term is ‘What’s in the Toy Box?’. Further
curriculum updates will follow throughout the year in order for parents to
support their child’s learning. 
  

How to support your child in Year 1 

·Read with your child every day and ask them questions about the story.
·Help your child to complete their homework.
·Practise number bonds to 10.
·Practise the spellings which your child will come home from school with.
·Discuss with your child topics covered in school, using the half termly
parent overviews.
·Encourage your child to be independent in their self-care, for example
with toileting and using a knife and fork correctly.
·Encourage conversation through playing games and talking about your
day.



School Uniform
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End of Year Expectations

Reading

Writing



End of Year Expectations

Maths


